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Abstract

Purpose: Given the increasing complexity of today's business environment, auditors need critical thinking skills to
produce reliable, high-quality audit reports. Since previous studies have not provided a comprehensive model of the
factors influencing auditors' critical thinking, this study aims to develop a multi-layered model of these factors.

Methodology: This applied-developmental study employed a qualitative research approach. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with 17 experts from the Supreme Audit Court of Iran, including senior managers and
auditors, who were selected using purposive and snowball sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. The data
were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding.

Findings: The analysis resulted in 71 final codes, 10 sub-concepts, 7 main concepts, and 3 overarching categories. The
factors influencing auditors' critical thinking were classified into three categories: individual factors (demographic,
psychological, and cognitive characteristics), contextual factors (family and educational environment), and work
environment factors (proximal work environment and distal wotk environment).

Originality/Value: This study proposes a multi-layered model of the factors influencing auditors' critical thinking,

providing a comprehensive framework that can support the design of training programs, professional development
initiatives, and policies aimed at enhancing audit quality in auditing and oversight institutions.
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Table 1- Skills required for auditors [3].
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Table 3- Continued.
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Table 3- Continued.
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Table 4- Individual factors affecting critical thinking in auditing.
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Table 4- Continued.
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Table 5- Contextual factors affecting critical thinking in auditing.
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Table 6- Work environment factors affecting critical thinking in auditing.
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Figure 1- Conceptual model of the research.
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