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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of corporate reputation on the cost of capital and to investigate
the moderating role of audit report quality in this relationship among firms listed on the Tehran Stock Exchange. Corporate
reputation, as an intangible asset, can influence investors’ perceptions of risk and return and thereby affect financing costs.

Methodology: This research is applied and quantitative in nature. The statistical population consists of firms listed on the
Tehran Stock Exchange during the period from 2017 to 2024. After applying screening criteria, 146 firms were selected as
the final sample. Regression models and appropriate statistical methods were employed to test the hypotheses and to analyze
the moderating effect of audit report quality.

Findings: The findings indicate that corporate reputation has a significant direct effect on the cost of capital. Furthermore,
audit report quality significantly moderates the relationship between corporate reputation and cost of capital. In other words,
firms with higher reputation can benefit more effectively from reduced cost of capital when they provide high-quality audit
treports.

Originality/Value: This study provides a comprehensive petspective by simultaneously examining cotporate reputation and
audit report quality in explaining variations in cost of capital. The results offer practical implications for investors, managers,
and regulators in enhancing transpatency and improving financial decision-making,.
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Table 1- Number of sample companies.
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Table 2- Descriptive statistics of research variables.
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Table 3- Stationarity test (Levin, Lin, and Cho) of research variables.
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.Table 4- Results of the F-limer (Chow) test.
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Table 5- Hausman test results.
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Table 6- Results from the test for the constancy of the error
component variance.
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Table 7 Results of the test for the absence of autocorrelation
of the error component.
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Table 8- Results of the first hypothesis test.
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Table 4- Nine results of testing hypothesis 2.
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